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1) Introduction

Mr. Chairman, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 


At the very outset, I wish to convey to you, Mr. Chairman, and to this distinguished audience the very best wishes of His Excellence, Ambassador Celso Amorim, the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, who unfortunately could not attend this event, due to previous appointments in Brasília.

Then, I wish to to congratulate the sponsors and organizers of this Workshop, for putting together this important event with the presence of so many highly regarded experts, in this field, in particular, Dr. Alberto Santoro, for his dedication and work for the success of the initiative.


Let me also express my satisfaction at being here, today, in my capacity as Director of the Department for Scientific and Technological Themes in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, to participate in this Round Table on “The Digital Divide and Technology-Readiness Around the Globe.”


In this connection, I wish to underline the relevance of the approach by the organizers of this Workshop in deciding to address the issues relating to high energy physics and its multiple implications in the new Information Society from the perspective of the so called digital divide. In my view, it is a strategic approach which is fundamental not only for Brazil, but also for developing countries in general. The reason why is because there is already a clear perception in Brazil and in those countries that the strongly uneven distribution of riches which divides our world, today, will not be overcome if we are not able to burn bridges and to enter the Information Society in such conditions as to allow for decisive improvement in the quality of life of our people.   


As you are well aware, I am not a scientist and not even an specialist in the technological field. Maybe that is why I find it so enriching to be able to listen to you all and learn so much about these issues. I am a career diplomat – that is – a political animal… and as such, I intend to address the issue of the digital divide from the point of view of the important interests of the Brazilian Government in the subject, with a focus on the process of preparation of the Brazilian participation in the World Summit on Information Society, which just had its first phase held in Geneva, last December.

Mr. Chair,


In fact, Information technologies present humankind with an opportunity which is unprecedented in History: the opportunity of providing universal access to knowledge and information, the main production factor in modern world.

2.
The World Summit on the Information Society can and must be thought of as firm commitment by the international community to respond to that challenge, an attempt to harness the potential of information technology to the benefit of all. It is fundamental to emphasize that, when we refer to international community, we do not mean governments only, but also civil society, the private sector and the academic world.

3.
Ladies and Gentlemen as you are well aware – for nearly 30 years, the world has been living under a new scientific-technological paradigm. Information technology is at the core of this new paradigm.

4.
Throughout the last decades, and mainly in the 90s, with the fast growth of the Internet, information technology has brought about profound change in our society, deeply and permanently changing “the manner we work, live and even have fun”, to quote an expression that has become quite familiar.

5.
Information technology brought about the new economy. Moreover, new technologies also brought about new methods and processes into the old economy, shifting the main axis of the economy towards the Internet.

6.
In society at large, the traditional divides between individuals and groups are being replaced by new ones, which are based on virtual criteria, on how people organize themselves and interact in the Internet.

7.
At the national level, information technology is transforming the political relations between citizens and the Government: new ways of exercising citizenship are emerging and catalyzing new perceptions on how to promote and protect human rights.

8.
At the international level, new technologies are helping to consolidate a new labor division, relocating countries according a new international structure of power. The dividing line between developed and developing countries is no longer defined by the gap between industrial and non-industrial societies. In fact, now,  the gap is being much more perceived in terms of the capacity of those countries to produce or to consume technologies. This new international labor division certainly compounds the already existing differences in political and economic power in the world. 

9.
In short, information technologies, in general, and the Internet, in particular, are changing all dimensions of society at such a fast pace that the world is actually moving from an industrial society into a new information society.

2) The WSIS: a Short History


Since 1995, the International Community has been convening meetings on the issue as a way to try to address the new challenges posed by the emergence of a new economy and a new society.

2.
In that same year, the 1st Ministerial Meeting about the Information Society would take place in Brussels, within the G-7 (which later became G-8, with the joining of Russia). A representative of South Africa was invited to that meeting with the purpose of making a statement on behalf of the “developing world”. In his declaration, the then South-African Minister Thabo Mbeki stated that the G-7 should not carry the illusion that an Information Society, truly fair and inclusive, could be built without the participation of all developing countries. It was the first time that an official voice of the developing world addressed the issue.

3.
As a result of the challenge made by the South-African Minister, the First Conference about Information Society and Development would be realized in the following year, in may 1996, in South Africa.

4.
That Conference would become an watershed. From then on, many political intergovernmental fora would begin to deal with the issue, from a diplomatic point of view, taking into account the relevance that the Digital Revolution holds to the international economic and political relations and to the competitiveness of countries in an increasingly globalized world.

5.
In the year 2000, the issue was discussed at the highest level. The Millennium Summit, the United Nations Economic and Social Council (within which the United Nations Information and Technology Task-Force was set up), the Group of the 8 wealthiest countries of the world, the UNESCO, the G-15 and the Group of Rio gave the issue a special consideration.

3) The Convening of the WSIS


In the same year 2000, the International Telecommunications Union started to consider organizing an international conference on the Information Society.

2.
In the following year 2001, the ITU Council would propose to the United Nations General-Assembly to convene the Summit. The General-Assembly welcome the proposal, conferring upon the ITU the task of leading the process.

3.
The Summit and how it was convened present many specificities, which deserve a better analysis.

4.
Firstly, the World Summit on the Information Society is one Summit, with two phases. The first phase was held from December 10th to 12th, 2003 in Geneva; and the second phase will take place in Tunis, from November, 16th to 18th, 2005.

5.
Secondly, the event is result-oriented, that is, the Summit has to bring about concrete results. The Heads of State and Government which were present at the I Phase of the Summit, at the end of 2003, adopted not only a Declaration of Principles on the issue, but also a Plan of Action, containing goals and concrete targets. In the same spirit, the purpose of the Tunis Phase of the Summit is to follow up closely the outcomes of the Geneva Phase.

6.
Thirdly, the Summit was called upon to promote the goals of the United Nations Millennium Declaration and to devise effective and innovative ways to put the potential of ICTs at the service of development for all. The Millennium Summit might be regarded as an attempt to synthesise the outcomes of the so-called UN Cycle of Social Conferences, which was held throughout the 90s (Rio 92, Beijing Women’s Conference, Johannesburg, and so on).

7.           In this connection, the Brazilian Government believes that the Summit must not be merely thought of as a conference about the technology itself, but that, in fact, it is a Summit about people and about how technology can help people to improve their lives.

8.
It is never too much emphasising that the World Summit on the Information Society was convened for promoting the goals of the United Nations Millennium Declaration.  There is a direct conceptual link between both Summits. WSIS follows up on the UN 90’s social cycle of global meetings and expands those same concerns into the 21st Century.

9.
Although the current scientific and technological revolution might be regarded as one of the central reasons for the convening of WSIS, Brazil has been defending that the WSIS must be considered also as an economic, political, social and cultural forum. The main issue of the Summit is not technology itself, but it is people, as I have underlined before, and how technology may   improve their lives.

10.
Finally, there is a strategic motivation for the involvement of ITU in the organization of WSIS.

11.
As you know, the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) is one of the most respected and consolidated UN international organisations. 

12.
The traditional areas under ITU responsibility are telephony, radio and television. Having in mind the present fast technological convergence towards the Internet and the IP Protocol, it is only evident that ITU will need to change and to expand its role in order to provide the world with international governance over the new areas emerging from new technologies.

13.
In the short term, within five or ten years, telephony, radio and television will converge into the Internet. And Internet will become the main media, displacing all others, in the world.

14.
Therefore, there is a growing need for the setting up of a new international regime for Internet and the Information Society and for the establishment of international mechanisms in the area of Internet governance.

15.
The Summit, as part of that context, should be perceived as the first great step towards the establishment of this international regime for the Information Society.

16.
It is imperative that developing countries become engaged in the multilateral negotiations for building a new international regime on the Information Society. This is a process which began in the 90’s and which gained momentum and a global dimension, with the WSIS.


The expression “Information Society” has been used, in many senses, to describe the present world, the emerging globalized society based on a new means of production, focused on the intensive use of information technologies, and having the internet as its main social and economic axis.

2.
“Information Society”, thus, refers to a wide array of subjects that emerged from the huge changes brought about by globalization and rapid technological advances . Such a concept is already having and will have impact over virtually every aspect of modern life.

3. 
The convening of the WSIS, however, provided the concept of “Information Society” with a new sense. It added political meaning to the expression, up-grading it to the category of an ideal: the ideal of a fairer and more equitable society which should be shared by all countries. 

4. 
The World Summit has the fundamental purpose of building a global consensus about the  “Information Society”, the organization of the new economy and the new society focused on information technologies, as well as defining the role to be played by these technologies in the future of countries and of humankind as a whole.

5. 
For those countries which have not yet managed to overcome social exclusion and poverty, the new technologies may represent the promise of leap-frogging stages of development: a shorter and safer road towards economic progress, better living standards and a positive insertion into globalization.

6. 
For Brazil, information technologies represent not only the opportunity to leap-frogging stages of development, but also the possibility of having a different and more adequate insertion in the new configurations of power in the world.

4) The Brazilian Perceptions on the Issue



In terms of information technology, Brazil is in a very particular position. We have achieved a level of technological development which ranks us somewhere in between the developed countries and the less-developed countries. Brazil has a modern technological infrastructure and a considerable level of scientific knowledge, yet we face the growing problem of the digital divide, which tends to aggravate and compound others pre-existing divides in our society.

2.
In this context, throughout the preparatory process to the 1st Phase of the Summit, the Brazilian Government sought to promote an information society agenda oriented towards economic and social development. In line with the mandate conferred upon the Summit by the UN General Assembly, the Brazilian Government believes that the challenge before the Summit is to harness the potential of ICTs to create a new society, more prosperous, democratic and based on the free flow of knowledge.

3.
In this regard, the Internet must not only be thought of as a space for the growth of electronic commerce, but also as a platform for the development of ICT social applications in several fields, such as telemedicine and distance learning.

4.
The Brazilian Government is also deeply concerned with the growing digital gap between developed and developing countries. Only 9% of Internet users live in developing countries. The Brazilian Delegation to the I Phase of the World Summit on the Information Society sought to promote issues such as universal access and the free flow of information and knowledge. We defended as well the creation of new and more effective mechanisms of technology transference. 

5.
More specifically, the Brazilian Delegation, in the 1st Phase of the WSIS, promoted the debate on a new model of Internet governance, which should be multilateral, transparent and democratic; sought to consolidate a comprehensive and flexible concept of intellectual property within the Information Society; highlighted the importance of open-source and free software; defended a more balanced share of costs for Internet interconnections between Internet Backbone Providers, a measure considered to be essential to reduce the price of connection for the end user.

6. The Brazilian Government emphasized as well the need for up to date and reliable data, capable of measuring, with precision, the magnitude and nature of the digital divide and its implications. A reference to the social responsibility of enterprises was included in the Plan of Action thanks to Brazilian initiative: “The private sector is not only a market player, but also plays a role in a wider sustainable development context”. 

5) Outcomes of the I Phase


The outcome of the I Phase of the WSIS was the traditional results of summits, namely, two documents, rather political in nature: a Declaration of Principles and a Plan of Action. Those two documents have a strong political significance, since they were adopted at the highest political level and represent the consensus shaped by 193 United-Nations Member States. They constitute a precious reference to the implementation of ICT public policies at the national and international levels and will have a strong influence over policy-makers, international financing agencies, enterprises non governmental and international organizations.

2.
The Declaration of Principles consolidates in a set of values and principles the fundamental idea that access to ICTs must be available to all. The Declaration of Principles is the first high level political document that deals with ICTs from a UN perspective, with a human rights focus, compatible with the relevance and cross-cutting nature of the issue.

3.
The Plan of Action contains concrete goals and targets to be implemented in order to bridge the digital divide between developed and developing countries. Those targets are to be achieved in the short and long term. An innovative feature of the Plan of Action is the idea of public-private partnerships in digital inclusion projects.

4.
However, the I Phase of the WSIS could not identify financing sources to the implementation of the goals established in the Plan of Action. The issue of financing could not be agreed upon. There were strong differences of point-of-view between countries in this issue. The Brazilian Delegation supported a Senegalese proposal of setting up a International Digital Solidarity Fund. The original proposal presented by the Senegalese President Wade, suggested the taxation in 1% of all purchases of computer around the world. Nonetheless, this proposal faced strong opposition from the developed countries.

5.
In the light of the difficulties to achieve consensus on the issue, the I Phase decided to create a Working Group to better examine the Senegalese proposal as well as to identify other financing sources.

6.
The Summit also set up another Working Group to analyze the Internet governance and to present concrete proposals to the II Phase of the WSIS on the issue, aiming at building a multilateral, transparent and democratic international mechanism for Internet governance.

7.
Apart from the results of those two working groups, and the decisions of the future PrepComs, the Tunis Phase of the Summit will analyze and make concrete proposals with regard to the implementation of the Plan of Action and to the monitoring of progress in bridging the digital divide.

6) Interministerial Group


A few words about the process of preparation at the national level.


The Brazilian Government decided that, due to the multiple implications of the main theme of the Summit, it would be imperative to work, side by side, with all interested actors in the process, with a view to guaranteeing an effective participation of Brazil in the Summit process, which spans until November 2005. 

2. 
The Resolution n( 183/56, of the General-Assembly, which convened the Summit, stated, in its fifth item, that the preparatory process should include the active participation of the private sector and the civil society.

3.
For Brazil, there is a perception that, today, the identification and formulation of national interests in many areas, should not be restricted to diplomats and government staff only - in particular, when dealing with a new, comprehensive and cross-cutting issue, such as the Information Society.

4.             With this in mind, an Inter-ministerial Working Group was set up by a Presidential Decree, in order to define and guide the whole process of the Brazilian participation in the Summit, from the organization of discussions on mais issues of interest to the country, to the definition of the national Delegation and formulation of specific instructions to PrepComs and meetings. 

5.          In the process, there was an effort to use videoconferences (two were held, at national and regional levels) and virtual communities to improve participation. 

6.             This Inter-ministerial Working Group implied an inclusive membership – as a reflection of the Brazilian perceptions about the Summit – not only of civil society, as a whole, the private sector and the academic community, but also non governmental networks (also from the very active free software community), including different segments and groups of people, among others, youth, indigenous groups, women.

7.
Following the successful experience of previous inter-ministerial working groups, set up during the negotiations of the Berlin Mandate and the Kyoto Protocol, the Inter-ministerial Working Group for the Preparation of the Brazilian Position to the World Summit on the Information Society provided an unique forum to catalyze a wide and holistic analysis of the issue, from the sometimes diverse perspective of  ministries and other interested governmental agencies, the academic community, the civil society and the private sector.

 What comes next?  

  Follow – up – need to evaluate, maybe too soon. 

A permanent WG until 2005, with a programme of work for the next two years: at the national, sub-regional and regional levels. 

Discussion and evaluation at the international level: need to forge alliances for the second phase: the negotiations are going to be even more difficult and more urgent, due to the pace of advancement of new technologies in the world.

There is a lot of work ahead of us...


Thank you. 
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